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FROM FRIENDS
TO ENEMIES?

THE SOVIET STATE
AND ITS JEWRY

IN THE AFTERMATH
OF THE HOLOCAUST

The Soviet regime’s position toward its Jewry
followed a perplexing trajectory during its 72-year
history. If, during the interwar period, the Jewish
population generally benefited from the state’s
affirmative nationality policies, presumably, a volte-
face followed in the aftermath of the Holocaust.
How did the prewar and WWII experience

of the Jewish population influence the postwar
relationship between the surviving Jews, the Soviet
state, and the rest of the Soviet population?

Why and how did Soviet Jewry become

an adversary group in the postwar era? This lecture
explores these and other related questions.

Dr. Diana Dumitru is an Associate Professor of History

at lon Creanga State University of Moldova. Dr. Dumitru

has authored over thirty articles and two books. Her second
book, The State, Antisemitism and Collaboration in the Holocaust:
The Borderlands of Romania and the Soviet Union, was published
by Cambridge University Press in 2016. Dr. Dumitru is a member
of the Advisory Board of the European Holocaust Research
Infrastructure.



